Canadian Pallet Council Announces Sustainable Development Technology Canada Funding
The Canadian Pallet Council and its consortium members are pleased to announce their application for $1.25 million in funding to assist in the development and demonstration of the Electronic Container Transfer (ECT) technology has recently been approved by Sustainable Development Technology Canada (SDTC). In addition to the Canadian Pallet Council Organization, the consortium includes iLogic Inc. and CPC members.

Millions of pallets and other returnable assets are used across Canada to ship goods every year. Every kilometre travelled to collect and return these assets to their owners is a cost, uses fuel and generates emissions from diesel engines. To address this, the CPC and its consortium members will develop and demonstrate the ECT software and a multi-party trading system to track and electronically reconcile pallet ownership to minimize transportation and handling costs while alleviating road traffic and reducing diesel engine pollution. This will be accomplished by virtually reconciling balances of pallets owing between multiple members. This opportunity also extends to other standard returnable assets such as cages, totes, plastic pallets, thermal covers, milk crates and bread trays.

“I am excited about this very positive development for the CPC. The Electronic Container Transfer technology will allow combinations of multiple companies to trade pallet imbalances electronically, which would result in reducing transportation costs, fuel consumption and greenhouse gas emissions,” said Belinda Junkin, President & CEO of the Canadian Pallet Council.
“The transportation of goods is an area that really needs to be looked at if Canada is to achieve the greenhouse gas emissions objectives it has set for itself,” said Vicky Sharpe, President and CEO of SDTC. “This technology is a step in the right direction; it will contribute to considerably reduce the environmental footprint of the industry while bringing positive economic impacts for the companies who will adopt it.”
This venture further supports the Canadian Pallet Council’s pallet exchange system as the low cost pallet solution for the Canadian consumer products industry.

About SDTC

Sustainable Development Technology Canada (SDTC) is an arm’s-length foundation created by the Government of Canada which has received $1.05 billion as part of the Government’s commitment to create a healthy environment and a high quality of life for all Canadians.  SDTC operates two funds aimed at the development and demonstration of innovative technological solutions.  The $550 million SD Tech Fund™ supports projects that address climate change, air quality, clean water, and clean soil.  The $500 million NextGen Biofuels Fund™ supports the establishment of first-of-kind large demonstration-scale facilities for the production of next-generation renewable fuels. SDTC operates as a not-for-profit corporation and has been working with the public and private sector including industry, academia, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the financial community and all levels of government to achieve this mandate. 
About the Canadian Pallet Council

Established and based in Canada since 1977, the CPC provides low cost, competitive pallet services, including an efficient interchange system and web based container tracking system for the Canadian consumer products industry. The CPC is a non-profit organization with over 1,250 members who own and exchange the distinctive orange CPC pallets.
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